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The Spirit

In 1934, Father Michael L. 
Lyons (the pastor at Sacred 
Heart Church) set the vision for 
developing a Catholic school 
within the parish.  With the help 
of the Sisters of Mercy, Father 
Lyons provided leadership and 
foresight to create a Catholic 
school that has become an 
integral part of the Sacred Heart 
Community.   Through the 

years, Sacred Heart Elementary School has combined 
spiritual guidance with solid academic training to 
create a learning environment that has positively 

impacted innumerable lives. 

From its humble beginnings in what is now the current school auditorium and cafeteria, the 
school has grown from four temporary classrooms with 60 students to almost 300 students who, 
with their outstanding teachers and administrators, are preparing to move next year into a new 

location with state of the art buildings.  

The culture of Sacred Heart School has been preserved 
and nurtured throughout its 75 years of existence.  Lifelong 
friendships, proud family traditions, loving memories, 
and a pride in being part of a spiritual community where 
Christian values are 
taught, characterize the 
graduates and their family 

experiences at Sacred Heart School.  

Seventy five years after Sacred Heart School first opened 
its doors to students, its teachers, administrators, religious 
leaders, and parents, along with over 3,000 alumni, join 
together to celebrate a remarkable successful endeavor in 
Catholic education.

In Appreciation of 75 Years of Teaching . . .
This year Sacred Heart School will celebrate its 75th anniversary.    We highlight the symbiotic relation 
between the school and the parish by presenting the reflections of individuals who have been associated 
with the school over the years.  For many of our parishioners the bond between the church and the school 
is an integral part of their lives, and the strength and sustainability of the spiritual connection between 
generations who have attended Sacred Heart School is widely recognized.  We honor the many students, 
families, Sisters of Mercy, teachers, staff, administrators, and clergy associated with the school who have 
helped build an exemplary educational community of faith and worship.  We look forward to the move to 
our new Sacred Heart School.

ababababababababababab

Sacred Heart School. . . A Short History  
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A Word from Father Walton . . .
This issue of The Spirit commemorates the 75th anniversary of our Parish School.  It is full of remembrances 
by graduates from the 1930s on.  I thoroughly enjoyed reading the stories of our graduates as they recollected 
their childhood at our Catholic School.  I hope that you too will be delighted with these fond accounts.  
Through each of these stories common threads appear: a strong sense of belonging to a community of faith; a 
solid personal identity; and the importance of family.  Our Parish owes a debt of gratitude to the faithful years 
of service by all of the Sisters of Mercy who taught and ministered at the school, to all the lay teachers and 
administrators, to parents and grandparents, to parishioners and all the individuals who have given so much 
of their time and love to our school.  For all of these people we thank almighty God and pray that He may 
continue to pour down His blessings upon our School and Parish.

Some Traditions Continue for Generations . . .

As a classmate of Amanda Kaesar, I am writing to share special 
memories and a discussion I had with Amanda and her Grandfather 
Jim Lawson.  Jim Lawson and his sister Maryann went to Sacred 
Heart School.  He graduated in 1950.  

Jim and Marie Lawson had four daughters who attended Sacred 
Heart – Karen (1972), Carol (1975), Janet (1977) and Maggie 
(1980).  They all went on to St. Francis High School.  After college, 
Karen and her husband, Greg Finn, moved back to Sacramento 
from Santa Clara University to send their children Katie, Meghan and Kevin to Sacred Heart.   Janet and 
her husband Greg Kaeser also have chosen to continue the tradition and have their daughters Amanda and 
Meredith attend Sacred Heart.  

The campus of Sacred Heart has changed quite a bit over the years.  Mr. Lawson remembers playing baseball 
and basketball for the school.   When he attended Sacred Heart, all the teachers were Mercy nuns.  Today, we 
don’t have any Mercy Sisters teaching at the school.  Mr. Lawson fondly remembers being one of the selected 
Altar Boys for many of the funerals at Sacred Heart, along with friends David Higgins and Larry O’Connor.  
They got quite nice tips each time they served funerals.  Mr. Lawson also remembers the great honor of  being 
selected to carry Bishop Armstrong’s cape during the annual May Mary prayers that all the schools attended 
at Edmonds Field.   Marge Lawson, Jim’s mother, was one of the mothers, along with Anabelle O’Connor and 
June Peters,  who encouraged Father Lyons to build a school for Sacred Heart Parish.  He shared many stories 
about what it was like on campus and what classes were like.  We talked about how things have changed, and 
yet they are still so much the same.  They wore uniforms, but they were simple pleated skirts and ties for girls 
and slacks and a shirt for the boys.  Most classes were grouped in two grades together, in the gym, and the 
1st/2nd grade was near the stage, which originally sat where the cafeteria is now.  The school began for parish 
families and there was no tuition.  In the early 1970’s families began to pay $10.00 per month tuition.  

It is great to compare the many things we all have in common in remembering our time with friends and 
sharing family memories of Sacred Heart School.  

Catie Brown

The Lawson Family

Catie is a member of the Sacred Heart class of 2011.  Her sister, Carolina, graduated from Sacred Heart in 2009, and her mother, 
Margo Reid Brown, is a member of the Sacred Heart graduating class of 1977.

abababababababababababababab
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75 Years of Sacred Heart School . . . 

Kelly Brothers and his three siblings – Kieran, Margaret and Marie, the Irish 
Twins – all attended Sacred Heart Parish School.  Kelly graduated in the class 
of 1978 and went on to attend Jesuit High School and The University of Notre 
Dame.  When asked to revisit his years at Sacred Heart and share his experiences, 
the first memory that came to mind was needing to have someone boost him to 
the drinking fountain by the boys’ bathroom since he was so small.  Mrs. Gill read 
Charlotte’s Web to his fourth grade class.  Jim Wilson was the football coach.   A 
smirk came over Kelly’s face as he recalled the humor of the 8th graders on the 
football team donning “Kiss” make-up for the final game against St. Mary’s.  
They thought they were so cool!  

Kelly has become a very active member of the Sacramento community and contributes much of his time 
to many charitable organizations in the community including Jesuit, Mercy Foundation and Cristo Rey 
High School.  He lives in Sacramento with his wife, Augusta and their four children.  Kelly believes that the 
Catholic schools are playing an instrumental role in bringing families back into the church, and at an earlier 
age.  Education now often begins at three in the pre-K experience, more so than when he was young and 
entering parish schools began at kindergarten or later.  Schools are the pipeline to get people into the parishes.

“The opportunity to receive a Catholic education is the greatest gift in life that we can ever receive,” said 
Kelly.  It is also the greatest gift we can give our own children.  Kelly and his family have embodied that 
tradition as he continues to pay it forward in the community.   

Kelly Brothers

Maureen Douglas, longtime educator and former Principal of Sacred 
Heart School, is also a proud graduate of Sacred Heart, class of 1951.  
A Franciscan Sister for many years, Miss Douglas has many fond 
memories of her years at the school.  She vividly remembers the large 
statue of the Sacred Heart with Jesus’ large arms outstretched in the 
hallway of the school.  She recalls that Mass attendance was mandatory 
on Sundays with the students sitting with their classmates, rather than 
their families.  The classes went to First Friday Masses also and she can 
remember having hot chocolate and pastries after Mass.  Sister Mary 

Stephen led the school choir and the choir sometimes sang the Mass at funerals.  
Sports were important at the school and she remembers Father O’Neil running the students around the pond 
at McKinley Park in preparation for track meets at Hughes Stadium.  Sister Mary Colette taught her how 

to play basketball.  The girls would compete against the boys in seeing 
which group could collect the most money for the Mission children.  Miss 
Douglas says that voting for student council offices was as heated as today’s 
town hall meetings.  Like Sister Mary 
St. John, she recalls the eighth grade 
graduation ribbons, one for your 
fellow student to sign and one to wear 
on graduation night.  All in all, her 
memories of her years at Sacred Heart 

School are filled with joy and love.

Maureen Douglass
abababababababababababababab
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Father Sidney Hall
Father Sidney Hall, currently in retirement at Mercy McMahan, has had a long and 
varied call to ministry, serving as a Missionary in Mexico and in many parishes in the 
Diocese, including a number of years at the Cathedral and Saint Peter’s.  Father Hall is 
a proud graduate of Sacred Heart’s class of 1945, and he still has the formal photograph 
of his 21 member class.  Father Hall can recall everyone’s name and recite details of 
each student’s life story—including the fact that there were two sets of twins in the class!  
Father Hall says that 14 of the 21 graduates attended their 50 year reunion and from time 
to time he still gets together with Sacred Heart School alumni for dinner.  Almost all of 
the boys were altar boys and 3 or 4 went to St. Joseph’s Seminary, although only Father 
Hall would complete the journey to priesthood.  

Father Hall has many fond memories of his time at Sacred Heart School. The principal, Sister Mary Finian, 
became good friends with his mother.  He remembers 8 o’clock Mass during Lent, playing softball on the 
school playground and being the 8th grade editor of the school newspaper, “Sacred Heart Call.”  He fondly 
remembers going to Lammerding’s Ice Cream Store on 39th and J Streets and the annual school picnics at 
McKinley Park.  Father also recalls coming back to school early from an outing at the park to pray following 
the death of President Roosevelt in the Spring of 1945.  Father Hall saved a program from the 1945 “Annual 
Musicale” at Sacred Heart School. Thirty-one students at the school participated in the piano recital, including 
Sidney Hall, who played Gounod’s “Ave Maria.”  Remarkably, all were taught piano by Sister Mary Stephen.  
All of the teachers at the school were Nuns except for one, and each teacher taught two classes.  As can be 
seen, Sacred Heart School in 1945 might have been small in size, but it offered huge enrichment to its grateful 
students.

Sister Patrick

Sister Mary Ita Sister Mary Monica

Sister Mary PatriciaSister Marion Therese

Class News: First Grade: “We all pray for the repose of the soul of President Kennedy every day and we ask him to help our country.”  (Town Crier, December 1963)
Sisters Mary Finan, Mary Colette, Mary Raymond, Paul
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Richard Rodriguez, a gifted and distinguished writer, is recognized nationally for his 
insightful essays and his compassionate understanding of the human condition.  In a recent 
response to a query about his experiences at Sacred Heart School, he says, “I have remained 
a staunch supporter of the Sisters of Mercy, because of my happy experience of education--
moral and intellectual--at Sacred Heart, half a century ago.”  

During his formative years, he attended Sacred Heart School and fondly remembers the excellent schooling 
he received from the Sisters.  In his memoirs of his education (The Hunger of Memory, 1981), he frequently 
refers to his experiences at Sacred Heart School.   It was through the intervention of the nuns at Sacred Heart 
that he was forced to learn English in first grade.  He writes of the day when three nuns appeared in the living 
room on Saturday morning in the early 1950’s: “Stiffly, they sat on the blue living room sofa.  From the 
doorway of another room, spying the visitors, I noted the incongruity—the clash of two worlds, the faces and 
voices of school intruding upon the family setting of home.  I overhead one voice gently wondering, ‘Do your 
children speak only Spanish at home, Mrs. Rodriguez?’  While another voice added, ‘That Richard especially 
seems so timid and shy.’  With great tact the visitors continued, ‘Is it possible for you and your husband to 
encourage your children to practice their English when they are home?’” 

Richard’s parents did comply and Richard attributes much of his assimilation into the American culture to 
the day the three Sisters of Mercy visited his home and encouraged his parents to use English in their home 
environment.

Carolyn Granucci has Sacred Heart in her blood.  Not only did she attend Sacred Heart School, but so did her 
5 children and her grandchildren.  Husband Bob Granucci also attended Sacred 
Heart for a brief time in Kindergarten, but only because Immaculate Conception 
didn’t have a Kindergarten at the time.  Carolyn’s parents sent their girls to Sacred 
Heart because of their close attachment to the Sisters of Mercy, whom they had 
been schooled by at St. Joseph’s.  Sister Patrick who had taught Carolyn’s mother 
was principal when Carolyn attended Sacred Heart School.  Sister Paul who 
taught her piano was a classmate of her grandmother!  Carolyn recalls the school 
as being an integral part of the parish, possibly more so then than now.  She also 

remembers the first lay teacher, Mrs. Ashfield.  She taught Carolyn and her classmates the 5th grade in 1949.  
Back then, if you were a member of the parish, there was no tuition.  Children's Mass was every Sunday at 
9:00am. The students lined up outside with their class and marched into Mass with their teachers.  They were 
expected to be there every Sunday. They had better remember the sermon as they were quizzed the next day 
at school!  Carolyn, Bob, their children Jim, Tom, Annie, Susie and Brian, and their grandchildren can all be 
seen on a regular basis at Sacred Heart Church and school events.

Carolyn Granucci

Delores Gabrielli and her late husband, Earl Gabrielli, were Sacred Heart classmates of Father Sidney Hall, 
class of 1945.  She remembers the nuns as being strict but fair.  Those were the days of rulers on the fingers!  
Mrs. Gabrielli fondly remembers the classroom partitions coming down to create a space for the many plays 
and pageants.  She recalls Sister Mary Aquin calling the eighth graders up to the front of class to teach 
them how to dance – the side-step and the two-step!  She remembers playing softball against St. Patrick’s at 
McKinley Park.  She also recalls the boys playing baseball on the school playground with Sister Aquin behind 
the plate as umpire, dreadfully afraid, wearing no protection!  To this day, every few months she gets together 
with her Sacred Heart classmates to catch up on their lives and to share fond memories of their days at the 
school.

Delores and Earl Gabrielli
abababababababababababababab
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The newsletter staff welcomes your sugges-
tions and submissions.  Please contact the 

Rectory at 452-4136.
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D id You  K now?

 ...� that when Charlotte Gilmore went to 
Sacred Heart School, Kindergarten class 
was held in the cloakroom?  On rainy or 
cold days,  the pegs were filled with coats 
and raincoats, and they would often fall 
down, with the children exclaiming, “Ava-
lanche!!!!”  

 ...� that Sacred Heart graduate Fr. Roy 
Peters spent much of his priestly life as a 
military chaplain in the U.S. Army?

 ...� that the Sacred Heart School Foun-
dation, established in 1984, has donated 
$165,000 to the school in just the past 5 
years?

 ...� that the first Principal of Sacred Heart 
School was Sister Mary Mercy?

 ...� that Nancy and Ronald Reagan’s son, 
Ronnie Jr., attended Sacred Heart School?

 ...� that nationally syndicated newspaper 
columnist and award winning author Gina 
Spadafori is a Sacred Heart graduate?

The seeds of Sister St. John’s calling to become a 
Sister of Mercy began as she was playing basketball 
on the playground of Sacred Heart School in the 
early 1940’s.  As she was playing, Sister St. John 
(then known as Margaret-Ellen) saw Sister Mary 
Finian, the Principal, wearing the full habit of the 
day, marching straight up to her.  “What have I 

done?” she thought.  The Principal put her arm around the young girl 
and said, “Did you ever think about becoming a Sister?  You think 
about it.”  Sister did think about this calling often throughout her years 
at Sacred Heart School, St. Joseph’s Academy, and while working for 
Bishop Armstrong.  After taking her vows, Sister St. John had an active 
calling to service with many years in administration at Mercy hospitals.

Sister St. John is a proud graduate of Sacred Heart School, class of 
1943. She recalls that all of the classrooms were divided by partitions 
in what today is the auditorium of Sacred Heart School.  Each teacher 
taught two grades, going from group to group throughout the day.  Sister 
Mary Stephen, the piano teacher, taught her pupils during the school 
day in the auditorium and the sounds of the piano could be heard by all.  
Sister remembers the uniforms which, in those days, were a navy blue 
pleated skirt, white blouse and big red bow.  She recalls how proud the 
eighth graders were to wear red, white and blue ribbons attached to their 
waists starting a few days before graduation.  Like Father Sidney Hall, 
she, too, recalls the ice cream shop, “Lammerding’s,” across the street 
from the Church, owned by parishioners of Sacred Heart Church.  She 
fondly remembers walking to McKinley Park for school picnics and 
marching in a straight line to the Church for Mass.  She says that those 
days were a “gentler” time, with World War II starting the seeds of a 
changing era.

Sister Saint John

Patty O’Connor Masters is proud to be a member of the first graduating 
class of Sacred Heart School.  She recalls her classmates,  twins Gerry 
and Jane Lovett, Frances Ulm, Virginia DuHane , Jerry Hannigan, Frank 
Zegliss, and Leroy Peters.  She states: “Leroy Peters went to seminary 
right after 8th grade and took yours truly to the eighth grade dance-- 
don’t draw any conclusions!”  She will never forget that Father McHugh 
and Mr. Roy Peters ( Leroy’s father), to mark the special occasion of the 
first graduating class, took the class to San Francisco to celebrate. They 
saw Fisherman’s Wharf and Patty rode a rollercoaster for the first and 
last time. “Mr. Peters sat behind me on that rollercoaster ride and I will 
never forget that his grasp on the back of my shirt is all that kept my 
less-than 100 pound frame from flying out into the bay.”

Another vivid memory for Patty was the pride they had in being in the 
eighth grade. “Being the upper-most class for the two years, we really 
wanted everyone to know that we were tops. As a mark of distinction all 
of the girls in the eighth grade rolled up the sleeves of their blouses one 
turn. I don’t think Sister Mary Raymond ever caught on!”

Patty O’Connor Masters

ab
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“May Christ, who called you, take you to himself...”

“You have put on Christ, in him you have been baptized. Alleluia, alleluia.” (Rite of Baptism)

“I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health.  I will love you and honor you all the days of 
my life.”  (Rite of Marriage)

Marriages . . . January-June 2009

Baptism . . . January-June 2009

In Memoriam . . . January - June 2009

“You have become a new creation and have clothed yourself in Christ.” (Rite of Baptism) RCIA 2009

Dr. James Martin
Jacklyn Wallace
Pauline Manning
Dr. Sami Haddad
Nickolas Logan
Laura Serratto

Leonard Felkey
George Artz
Mary Gaddi

Lucille Murphy
Imedla Casiniro

Camille Martine Holtkamp
Hazel Grace Macko

Daniella Leigh Parsons
Margarita Ann Woods

Maximus Xavier Jackson
Scarlett Ki Saznovich
Grady John McCusker

Greta Inderbitzen
Nathan James Lemieux
Zackary Paul Swanson
Lucas Ricardo Vallejo

Gracie Lewis
Dominick Dion Barraza

Emilee Ann Shaw
Casey Don Cartmill, Jr.

Dorothy Mullen
Lucille Johns
Robert Rohrer

Josephine Baldani
Kenneth Hickens

Robert Linggi

Sofia Sisitki
Gene Davenport
Stella Davenport

William Robert Wood
Grace Alizee Biery
Alannah Rose Gill

Ian Raya
Roman Alejandro Estrada

Hayley Clark
Ella Bugatto

Ava Lee Montelongo
Adam John Ruffell

Henderson Shafizadeh
Matthew Scott Hales

Anthony Joaquin Gutierrez

Gianna Girard
Cruz Guizar Cervantes
Elise Alexandria Baird
Nicolena Kate Lazio

Christian Brody Gonzalez
Grant Daniel Dalske

Gabriel Thomas Arina
Lily Frei

Lucas Thompson Race
Ariella Rose Garrett
Trey James Howell

Julian Albert Rodriguez
Joshua Ryan Rodriguez

David Ryan Rodriguez, Jr.

Brian T. Geremia & Megan J. Hackard
Thomas W. O’Neil & Genalyn M. Moessinger

John W. Jackson & Elizabeth Ann Leet
Douglas R. Dickson & Kathryn Elizabeth Rotz

Michael G. Epperson & Catherine Salembier
Timothy M Onderko & Janelle P. Katz

Casey A. Eberhardt & Kelly Adams Conway
Douglas G. O’Brien & Katie C. Freeman

Scott Brill-Lehn
Adina Bilbao

Scott Governor
Michael Pank
Robert Bibica

Jasmine Ferrer

Andrea Mering
Brian Honebein

Kimberly Honebein
Sandra Kozimor
Eleanor Pingul
Shelly Messner
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Sister Mary Martin’s retirement luncheon in the Sacred Heart School 
gym on June 7th captured some of the excitement that parishioners and 
former students of Sacred Heart School feel about their experiences 
in a faith community.  At her retirement, Sr. Martin was honored by 
over 200 parishioners who thanked her for her long years of service 
and dedication to the church.  Sister Martin was recognized for her 60 
years of service to the ministry, of which 18 years were as a Pastoral 
Associate of Sacred Heart Parish, and 11 years were at Sacred Heart 

School, where she was a teacher for 3 years and principal for 8 years. 

The luncheon celebration was marked by long lines of parishioners, friends, and former 
students who came to honor and thank Sister Martin for her wonderful, selfless work 
throughout the years.    Sister Martin’s long years of 
dedicated service reflect the tenacity and the passion with 
which the Sisters of Mercy have served the parish through 
their work at the school, hospital, and the church.  

On the day of Sister’s retirement celebration, the Church 
Bulletin captured the essence of her work…and that of 
the other Sisters of Mercy, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant (s)!”

Sister Mary Martin’s Retirement

Sister Mary Martin and two of her former students


