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The Spirit



To Everything There Is a Season. . .

This issue of The Spirit is dedicated to our parish’s observance of the events on June 5, 2010 that saw the 
tearing down and building up of our parish school, and our weeping over the end of one era and rejoicing 
of the beginning of the new. We hope you will enjoy this issue that highlights our parish commitment to 
providing a Catholic elementary education for generations to come.

An Historic Day .  .  .

To Everything there is a Season…
A time to tear down, and a time to build,

A time to weep, and a time to rejoice
Ecclesiastes 3: 3-4
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What a wonderful day . . .
The events of Saturday, June 5, 2010 will remain etched in the 
hearts and minds of the Sacred Heart Parish community for 
decades to come.  This historical day marked the transition of 
Sacred Heart School from a beloved school site with a rich and 
gratifying past to a modern state of the art educational facility that 
will ensure an enduring solid Catholic education for the children 
of Sacred Heart.

The day included an open house at both the old and the new 
school sites and a special Mass of dedication celebrated by Bishop 
Francis Quinn.  The flow of activities from the old school to the new school for the extraordinary dedication 
ceremony was overwhelming.  Colorful balloons, pictures, and posters helped provide an everlasting 
impression during the “last look tours” of the old school.  More balloons, and overflow crowds of parishioners 
and community people at the new school tours, created a contagious energy that left many with a sense of awe 
at the opportunities this new facility will provide for our parish and for many generations of children to come.  

Perhaps more impressive than anything, however, was the colorful dedication Mass and the official ceremony 
that followed it.  Parishioners patiently waited after Mass for the procession to the new school to begin.   
Traffic on J Street came to a halt with several patrol cars controlling traffic while hundreds of participants 
walked en mass towards H Street.  Mayor Kevin Johnson spoke and Kelly Brothers facilitated the dedication 
ceremony while Bishop Quinn, Monsignor Walton and other religious leaders led the blessing of the new 
campus.  

A special thank you goes out to all who participated in the thoughtful planning of this historical day for the 
Sacred Heart parish.
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The School Opens . . .
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Mercy McMahon Residents Overjoyed . . .
. . . with the Opening of the School

For two years, many of the residents 
at Mercy McMahon have watched the 
construction of the new Sacred Heart 
School unfold before them.  They have 
watched from their own windows, and 
out of a small dining room and a balcony 
that overlooks the site.   They have been 
energized by the building activities and 

even had their own hard hats to wear in case anyone decided to take a closer look at the site.  Some donned 
the hard hats as they watched from the balcony and took ownership of the step by step process of creating a 
remarkable architectural structure that would physically and spiritually bond Sacred Heart Church to Sacred 
Heart School.    

Bishop Quinn, a resident of Mercy McMahon, says that now that the children have 
arrived, the residents feel even more energized.  He says that the “pitter patter” of 
the little ones feet and “bigger feet” of the 7th and 8th graders have enlivened Mercy 
McMahon.  He states, “We need this.  We see too little of the younger generation.  
We see these children as our own children and grandchildren.” 

Rosemary Gillingham, a retired public school teacher and longtime Mercy McMahan resident, shares Bishop 
Quinn’s enthusiasm for the new school.  She watched the demolition of the old houses and buildings and 
endured excavation noise and dust knowing full well something “miraculous” was taking place.   Rosemary 
is appreciative of the good behavior of the children both on the playground and when they walk in the 
neighborhood.  “They are full of life and very respectful of others and of the neighborhood.”  

Myrtle Knickerbocker worked at Mercy Hospital for years before she and her 
husband Ed moved to Mercy McMahon.   When the plans for the new school were 
being proposed, Myrtle could not visualize it.  To see it now is awe inspiring for 
both Myrtle and Ed.  They are invigorated by the beautiful facility and by the quiet 
play of the children.  Myrtle likes to think of Mercy McMahon as the ribbon that 
helps tie the new school and the church together.  She comments “The sound of the 
children’s’ voices carries and brings joy to the residents.”   

When asked his impression of the new school, Bishop Quinn is pleased with both its architecture and 
with the deliberate decisions that Monsignor Walton and his co-workers have made to replicate so many 
of the historically significant religious symbols from Sacred Heart Church.  He also is impressed with the 
opportunities the school provides to pursue knowledge in both the sciences and the arts, which he feels are 
integral parts of who we are as human beings.  

Of the many religious symbols in the new school, Bishop Quinn is especially impressed with the unique 
crucifixes that are a central part of each classroom.  He believes the cultural diversity represented by the 
crucifixes symbolizes the culture of our religious community and of the global community.  He emphasizes 
the importance of understanding cultural diversity in our changing world.  Also, Bishop Quinn admires the 
mural of the Last Supper that is in the cafeteria.  He feels that it is a reminder to the children of our breaking 
the bread with Christ.   

Overall, the residents at Mercy McMahon are overjoyed that they are physically and in many cases 
spiritually, a central link between the beautiful church on 39th and J to the wonderful teaching facility on 39th 
and H.
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Preserving a Legacy . . .
Viktor Verhovod has helped create and preserve a 
legacy that will be a symbol of our Sacred Heart 
community for decades to come.  Viktor, an artisan 
at Gladding McBean Terra Cotta factory in Lincoln 
has hand sculptured the bas relief of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus imbedded in the tower of the new school.  
The sculpture is one of the many reminders of the 
historical and spiritual link between the school and Sacred Heart Church.  

The bas relief of the Sacred Heart of Jesus which is displayed directly over 
the church’s front entrance was designed and crafted in the 1930’s by Portuguese immigrants who worked for 
Gladding McBean.   Another smaller sculpture, also crafted by artisans at Gladding McBean, was placed at 
the entrance of the old Sacred Heart School to remind us of the link between school and church.   

Spiritually, the symbol of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a critical part of our identity as a parish.   Our 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus recognizes Christ’s divine love for humanity.  His loving heart is 
exposed, not hidden beneath flesh and bone, to demonstrate His great love of all people and his suffering.  His 
love is universal and vulnerable.  

The thoughtful and passionate work of Viktor Verhovod along with his life story brings a new dimension of 
meaning to the Bas relief of the Sacred Heart of Jesus that graces the entrance to our 
new school.  Viktor’s grandfather,  Andrey Verhovod, and his 11 children suffered 
terribly during the oppressive years of the Stalin era.  As a Christian leader, Andrey 
Verhovod was considered a fugitive by the Soviet Government.  He fled the Ukraine 
with his 11 children only to be captured and killed by the KGB in 1941.  Of his 11 
children, only one, Viktor’s father survived the starvation and the discrimination they 
experienced as Christians.   His father changed his last name, and with the help of 
friends moved from place to place to escape the KGB.  

Early in life, Viktor’s parents recognized his gift 
as an artist and did all they could to provide him 
with a formal art education.  When he was 10 
years old they sent him to art school.  Viktor learned many of his skills and 
techniques from his father and from his early years at art school, but it was 
through his formal education at a 4 year college in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 
that he learned complex Russian art techniques used to detail intricate 
figures and portraits.    

Viktor’s parents were able to immigrate to the United States as refugees in the 1990’s.  Viktor and his family 
soon followed.  When Viktor became a citizen, he changed his last name back to Verhovod, the name of his 
beloved Grandfather.  

When asked to express his feelings about working on the bas relief of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Viktor said 
that he was both humbled and appreciative to be able to express his faith and beliefs through a serious piece 
of art.   His work on the sculpture is a work of love.  Victor is an instrument of the faith.  When he was not 
working physically on the sculpture, he thought about it constantly.   As parishioners at Sacred Heart we can 
only imagine the gratification he must feel, especially with his family’s background, knowing that he has 
created a permanent testament that reflects the essence of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.   It is fitting that this 
sculpture which depicts Christ sitting, an ancient position of one who is teaching, with his hand pointing to 
His heart that is inflamed with love for us is placed at the very entrance of Sacred Heart School where the 
children will be reminded on a day to day basis of Christ’s infinite love for us.  
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May these eight virtues
inscribed in this courtyard

continue to inspire the generations of students
who will follow in our footsteps
at Sacred Heart Parish School.

Gift of the Class of 2010.

A plaque reads...

The Class of 2010 was the 
last graduating class at the old 
campus.

D i d You  K n ow???

� ... that all the artifacts on the right 
were found in the cornerstone of the old 
school?

� ... that the words around the circle at 
the entrance of the school were selected 
by the Sacred Heart students to depict 
the qualities of the Sacred Heart gradu-
ates?

� ... that the crucifixes and othe religious 
symbols have been placed in the school?



The Sacred Heart Family
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“May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.”

“You have put on Christ, you have been baptized.” (Rite of Baptism)

“I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health.  I will love you and honor you all the 
days of my life.”  (Rite of Marriage)

Marriages . . . January - June 2010

Baptism . . . January - June 2010

In Memoriam . . . January - June 2010

Monica Flynn
Mary Botteri
Martha Allair
Leona Albert
Evelyn Curtis
John Bibica

Willie Marie Fritz
Alicia Morrow

Margaret Spencer
Kim Pieretti

Tessie Byrns
Annalie Calzascia
Mary Jane Morrow

Michael Domich
Frank McReynolds

Mary Twomey
Lawrence Bandaccari

Jess Cooper
Pilar Saenz

Peg Barkiewiez

Leah Gallegos
Julian Evan
Charlotte Lippi
Anthony Rodriguez
London Weninger
Lillian Damrell
Dylan Gratehouse
Gigi Generao-Dickerson
Josette Generao-Dickerson
Thomas Raymundo
Jack Clarke
Aidan Mullen
Abigail Guerrero
Olivia Ranoa
Brandy Lane

Bryan Marie Ellis
Ava Karstens
Alexis Nichole
Daniel Larsen-Anderson
Grace Larsen-Anderson
Jonah Vasquez
Payton Poulsen
Elias Jimenez
Riland Yen
Abraham Gasca
Liam Andrews
Connor Rix
Ainsley Eknes
Ian Ives
Lillian Donlevy

Carter Smith
Drake Ruiz
Rael Costa
Parker Tate
Rowan Tierney
Rosario Carollo
Bianca Villalba
Nathan Bentz-Sharp
Ryder Cowen
Teo Hupfauf
Katherine Oclaray
Mason Starbird
Grace Starbird
Ava Wood

Brian Parker & Kimberlee Heaton
Daniel DaPrato & Giovanna Arrondo
David Abitz & Sean Renee Mateo
Michael Seegert & Jessica Mindt
Lotfi Zennadi & Elizabeth Hansen

William Bokan & Leticia Guevara
Jorge Salinas & Jevette White
Donald Guess & Kristin Reiff
Carlos Perfina & Monica Negrete
Daniel Elorduy & Molly Lukenbill

“You have become a new creation and have clothed yourself in Christ.” (Rite of Baptism) 
RCIA 2010

Sarah Glenn
Mason Avina

Brian Witherell
Dakota Farrell
Kelley Wilson
Debbie Roche

Monica Lizarraga
Heather Domenico

Josilyn Preskar
Donald Guess
Gretchen Wise

Cynthia McKeeman
Patricia Snyder

Christopher Holben
Graham Morey

Elizabeth Vallejo
Amanda Carioggia

Daniel Da Prato
Sabrina Sykes
William Braaten
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Last spring, Remi Kirrene, who was then in 5th grade and a member of the student 
council, had these comments about the new school.  “When I walked into the 
classrooms upstairs, I looked up and saw light coming in through the skylight in the 
roof.  The gym is huge.  I am excited that many people will be able to fit in the gym to 
watch basketball games.  There is even an elevator lift to help kids in wheechairs get 
onto the stage.  Our new library is awesome.  I am amazed at the progress and cannot 

wait for school to start.”  Remi’s wait, along with that of all of the Sacred Heart Community was 
well worth it.  The pictures tell the story.   

The Students’ View . . .

Sacred Heart School has been like a second home to me since I was just a timid five-year-old 
girl entering Kindergarten in 2001. I have changed along with the school, and in my final eighth 
grade year, I have started to reflect upon my experiences. Across the street, where the remains 
of the old school now stand, there was an outdated building with bright and curious students 
occupying it. Now, we may feel there has been a loss in the demolishing of the old school, but 
the school is wherever the students are. We are so blessed to have this fantastic, state-of-the-art 
facility, in which we have so much pride. 

In seventh grade, I was fortunate enough to be student body president during a time of transition. As my term 
has ended, I have come to the realization that we have dedicated leaders such as Monsignor Walton and Mrs. 
Sparks who guide us based on faith and not a physical address. 

As a student leader last spring, I wrote an article stating my first impressions of the new campus. I was 
completely and utterly shocked with the construction, quality, technological updates and energy of the school.  
Now that I have gotten into a steady routine this school year, I still cannot help but be awed every day. It has 
taken some getting used to, almost like a pleasant revelation each morning.  I have so much to be thankful for 
with my eighth grade class celebrating our last year at the new and improved Sacred Heart- the place that will 
forever guide us to our future success. Erin DeMarois


