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October 25, 2014 was a historical and memorable day for members of Sacred Heart Parish.   
On this date, parishioners celebrated the re-opening of Sacred Heart Church which had been 
closed for five months during restoration and renewal of the interior.   Parishioners came 
back to an enhanced interior that complements the traditional Romanesque architecture of 
the church.  This issue of The Spirit attempts to give a glimpse of many of the details involved 
in such a significant undertaking and of the people who were instrumental in carrying it to 
completion.  It also presents the reactions, spiritual thoughts, and perspectives of some of the 
parishioners who, during this time attended Mass in the school gym and the Parish Hall.

This issue of The Spirit is 
primarily devoted to a look 
behind the scenes of the project 
with those who shepherded 
it and brought the vision to 
reality.  As with any major 
renewal project, absorbing the 
changes will take some time. 
Undoubtedly, parishioners will 
be noticing new little details 
that were not first seen.  So take 
some time to look around each 
time you come to Mass.  

We inherited an exceptionally beautiful church, and have tried to be good stewards 
of it.  Since the church was constructed in 1931 there has been only one other major 
renewal, in 1964.  I hope you will agree that the current renewal successfully respects 
what we have inherited and yet takes advantage of opportunities to enhance and make 
a strong connection between the interior and exterior of the church.

As pastor, I had the pleasure of working with a remarkable group of professionals and 
volunteers who made the outcome what it is.  I thank each one of them for generously 
sharing their time, talent, and treasure.  The project would not have been possible had 
not parishioners, over the years, responded generously to our financial appeals.  Sacred 
Heart is blessed with generous parishioners!  Thank you.

I trust you will enjoy reading the articles and looking at the photographs that give a 
glimpse of the project as it progressed.

A Message from the Pastor . . .

Msgr. Walton

ababababababababababababababababababab
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The new design for the interior of Sacred Heart 
church is the work of primarily two men: Jeff 
Greene and Harry Hallenbeck. Recently, both were 
interviewed about their experiences in creating the 
new interior. 

Jeff Greene is the president and executive project 
director of EverGreene Architectural Arts of New 
York City. For over 30 years, Mr. Greene has 
been the principal designer behind the restoration 
of some of the nation’s most beloved and historic 
places: the United States Capitol, the Eldridge Street 
Synagogue in New York City, and St. Joseph’s Co-Cathedral in the Diocese of Brooklyn.  In 

Sacramento, Greene is best noted for his design and restoration of Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, completed in 
2005.  Having met Msgr. Walton during that project, he was happy to have the opportunity to work with him again, this 
time at Sacred Heart.

Greene began his artistic career even before he graduated from The Art Institute of Chicago, painting and restoring 
murals.  His firm now employs between 175-200 people, depending on how many projects are under contract at any 
given time.  The artists travel the United States, working on civic and sacred restorations, or even private homes.

Since Sacred Heart is a neighborhood parish church more modest than the many projects that Greene is noted for, we 
are fortunate that he was interested in helping bring our plans to reality. When asked what attracted him most to the 
project, he commented specifically on the “great bones” of the building itself, giving a welcoming canvas on which to 
create the interior art. Greene also said he was very happy to be working with Msgr. Walton again because he has a good 
artistic eye and is very engaged in the project. 

For the Sacred Heart renovation, Greene designed the art in the sanctuary and the painting scheme throughout the 
church. Artists in the New York studio then painted the canvas that was attached to the sanctuary walls, including the 
semi-circular apse. Inspired by great Romanesque churches in Europe, the décor now complements the architecture of 

Jeff Greene  . . . 

The Designers

The Proposals for the Statues

Various Steps in the painting.  Next 
time you are in the church, look 

around and see if you can identify the 
locations...
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the building itself. As Greene himself put it, the art and the architecture need to be in balance with each other to create a 
living space where the sacred becomes real.

Greene and Msgr. Walton had a secret weapon throughout the project: the involvement of Sacramentan Harry 
Hallenbeck. Hallenbeck, a principal at the Vanir Construction Management, 
initially worked with Greene during the restoration of the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament, when he acted as the owner’s representative on the project.  He was 
especially impressed with how the EverGreene designers and artists had great 
sympathy for the historic nature of the building and its place in local history.  
For the Sacred Heart renovation, Hallenbeck offered his services as an advisor 
to Msgr. Walton at no charge.  Monsignor gratefully accepted his offer, little 
knowing how important and integral the role of “advisor” would become.

Hallenbeck was on call whenever any part of the project needed detailed work.  
For example, when it was determined that the railing in the old choir loft needed 
raising in order to meet code requirements, Hallenbeck designed a nine inch 

extension, decorating it with elements drawn from the tops of the pillars in the nave.  While the original project plan 
called for new carpet to be installed, it was Hallenbeck who suggested and then designed three crosses that were woven 
into the center aisle carpet, giving the aisle visual interest and providing a link to Good Friday and the Easter Vigil when 
the processions must stop three times.  He also designed the enhancement of the crucifix above the altar, the marble inset 
in the front altar, and the new ambo with its design of a cross and the symbolic gospels. 

In the end, Hallenbeck’s “advice” on the project resulted in hundreds of hours of design and oversight, a generous 
gift to Sacred Heart from a man who is a parishioner not of Sacred Heart but of St. Anthony Parish!  His talent and 
generosity in using that talent at Sacred Heart will long be remembered and beloved by Sacred Heart parishioners every 
time they enter the church and see his designs. 

. . . and Harry Hallenbeck

New features designed by Harry 
to enhance the decor

The Ambo

St. Margaret Mary

The Crucifix

The Main Aisle Carpet

The Front of the Altar

The Balcony Railing
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. . . and the Results
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James and JoAnn Delaney, long time Sacred Heart 
parishioners, feel that the “Spirit” is wherever you 
are.  It can be in a gym, a church, or even under a 
tree.  For them, the “Spirit of the Mass” remained 
with them in the school gym.  They also liked the improved acoustics in the gym.   
Their main concern was what they saw as a decrease in summer attendance at 
Mass.  They wondered if  some parishioners wanted to be in a more “holy place 
and attended Mass elsewhere.” 

The Gordon family including Moe and 
Julia (dad and mom), and their three 

daughters: Sidney, Quinn, and Avery, had 
similar thoughts about going to Mass in the temporary facilities.  For Julia, a 
Sacred Heart School alumn, attending Mass in the school gym really had not 
impacted her spirituality or made a difference in how she feels when she attends 
Mass.  She says, “No matter where you go to worship, it’s the same feeling.”  
Also, having attended Sacred Heart School for 9 years, the warm, friendly, 
familiar faces that she sees during Mass are all part of her religious experience 
whether in the church or the gym.  Moe liked the acoustics in the gym.  The 
carpet helped absorb extraneous sounds and there were no echoes during the 
readings or homily.  He loved the flowers that decorated the altar area and 
appreciated the effort that went into making the gym into a place of worship.  Sidney, the oldest daughter, enjoyed the 
seating.  Sometimes when she attends Mass at the church, the seating is too tight and she feels “scrunched.”  Quinn 
loved it that she was not as cold in the gym as she is in church.   Avery had no comment, but one may assume that, like 
so many other 4 year olds, she found the seating in the gym less restrictive and more “child friendly” than the pews.  

Tom and Earlene Gordon usually attend the 9:30 Mass.  Tom loves the beauty of Sacred Heart Church with all of 
its traditional icons and preserved beauty.  He found, however, his experiences 
with attending Sunday Mass in the gym were very pleasant.  He liked the sense 
of community that the seating created.  He noted that the seating in the church is 
vertical while the seating in the gym was more horizontal where you could see the 
faces of other people.   He also found that he could hear the choir better, and it was 
easier to sing with the choir because of the acoustics.

Similar observations and experiences were noted by parishioners who attended 
daily Mass in the Father O’Hara Hall next to the church.  Teresa Harris cited 
the intimacy of the congregation as somrthing she was conforted by during her 

husband Tom’s final illness.  Before he died, Tom came to 
Mass when he was able, and on one occasion, Msgr. Walton had 
everyone in attendance join in blessing Tom.  Theresa also felt 
that this closeness of the congregation contributed in many people attending Tom’s Requiem Mass, 
besause they had all established a physical closeness to him and were touched by his death.

There were some things missed by everyone, of course.  As a family, the Gordon’s missed the 
candles.  They make it a family ritual to light candles for loved ones every week.  They also missed 
the privacy of prayer in the alcove where the beautiful Pieta statue is placed.  Still, those who 
attended Mass in our alternative summer facilities, have become part of a historical experience that 
taught us the spirit of the Mass is wherever you go.

We Can Worship Anywhere the Spirit Takes Us . . .
Because of the extensive renovation work at Sacred Heart during the summer, parishioners attended daily Mass in the Parish 
Hall and Sunday Mass in the school gym.  Contrary to the anticipation that it would be a long hot summer of discomfort and 
inconvenience in the hall and the gym, many parishioners found themselves actually liking the temporary locations.  Most felt that 
Mass can be held anywhere because it is the spirit of the Mass itself that they seek and for some there were unexpected positive 
experiences.

...the “Spirit” is 
wherever you are...

The Gordon Family

Tom & Earlene Gordon

James and JoAnn Delaney

Back Home
At Last
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Frank Mugartegui, is a long-time member 
of Sacred Heart Church and currently serves 
as the Parish Finance Council-Chair.  In that 
capacity, he played a critical role in guiding 
and helping with the church renewal project.  
He acted as a liaison for Msgr. Walton and as 
an overseer of the project budget.  Here he 
provides us with a first-hand perspective on 
the overall changes that occurred during the 
renovation.

Overall, Frank feels that the church 
renovation has resulted in a high quality 
product that the parish can be pleased with.  
He attributes much of the success to Project 

Manager Bill Fargo from Jackson Construction, along 
with the assistance of Architect Harry Hallenbeck.  
Most notably, Frank thinks the parish will forever be indebted to Harry.  According to 
Frank, it was Harry’s vision and ability to see beyond the obvious that has taken Sacred 
Heart Church to a new level which is modern and at the same time traditional in design.

The Church Renovation as Told by . . .

The Infrastructure

. . . the parish will 
forever be indebted 

to Harry . . .

In terms of changes to the infrastructure there were four major items that required modification: the pews, the sound 
system, lighting, and the HVAC floor registers/vents.  For each one of these items, a great deal of thought and 
consideration was given to the unique needs of our parishioners and to past traditions of our church.

The pews were originally designed and built of old growth mahogany by cabinetmakers from the parish, 
including members of the Bernardis family.  They were originally painted by members of the Mugartegui 
family at the time of construction of the church in the 1930s.  For the current restoration each pew was 
completely disassembled, numbered and removed from the church for refinishing in Southern California.  Four 
pews were selected randomly for modification so that individuals with disabilities would be able to readily 
access them.

The Pews

Bill Fargo

Frank Mugartegui
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The new sound system is state of the art.  The system has accommodations for the hearing impaired, along with wireless 
microphone ear-sets, etc. for sound clarity.  Two companies,  Associated Sound  of Sacramento and Community 
Professional Loudspeaker (a global company that has provided innovative loudspeakers in sports venues, auditoria, 
theme parks, worship facilities, and convention centers),  worked collaboratively to create a system that significantly 
improves the acoustics throughout the church.  The large speakers to the digital organ are hidden behind a façade of 
organ pipes in the choir loft balcony.

. . . Frank Mugartegui

The Sound System

The Lighting

The electrical system was upgraded by Ireland Electric Inc.  From the circuit breakers to interior lighting, the church has 
been provided with a system that allows for dimming and much better lighting management.  The church chandeliers 
and the lights outside the church were originally designed by parishioner Don Lofings’ father.  During the renovation all 
the interior lighting fixtures were removed, re-wired, refurbished, and retro fitted with LED lights by Lofings Lighting. 
The electrical system was upgraded by Ireland Electric Inc..  From the circuit breakers to interior lighting, the church 
has been provided with a system that allows for dimming and better lighting management.

Continued on page 8 . . . 

From left to right: Installing a speaker in the nave, the heart of the system in the sacristy, installing the pipe facade

Preparing and Hanging the Chandeliers Let there be Light...
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Climatization

The replacement of the floor registers was a major undertaking.  They are now flush with the floor under the pews, no 
longer 4” above the floor and seemingly always in the way of feet and kneeling.  This was not an easy task. It involved 
structural and mechanical engineers finding the right size register to avoid having to cut the concrete floor and to ensure 
that the HVAC Systems air flow would not be reduced.  Next came the laborious task of removing the 266 old registers 
and replacing them with floor-level ones.

The Decor

In terms of aesthetics, the major goal was to keep the painting, decorating, and artwork simple and to avoid 
extravagance.  Frank states, “After meeting with Jeff Greene, President  of EverGreene  Architectural  Arts, in 
January of 2014,  we received Design Book 1 that provided early concept sketches, the most recent designs, 
color palettes, and budgets for consideration.  At this point “we had our work cut out for us.”  Msgr. Walton 
established a Parish Design Committee, and with Harry Hallenbeck’s assistance and guidance the “what 
if’s” began.  Six (6) months later, on July2, 2014, Design Book IV was released.  In this Design Book, the 
culmination changes, modifications, etc. along with the flexibility of EverGreene representatives, the final 
design was pulled together.  EverGreene’s lead team came on site the 24th of June and remained until the 19th of 
September.  Their professionalism and flexibility in creating the designs, making modifications, color changes 
as the project was in progress made it a pleasure to work with them.

On the left: the scafolding filling the nave;

Above: the templates used to paint the random 
pictures on the ceiling of the sanctuary;

On the right: the ceiling of the transept painted 
free hand.

The old vents are cut flush with the floor and removed, the holes are prepared to install new covers.
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Father Cleetus, joined the Sacred Heart community in July, 
2014.  Prior to coming to Sacred Heart, Father served three 
years as a diocesan priest at St. Vincent’s Church in Vallejo.  
Father grew up in Alleppey (also known as Alappuzha), Kerala, 
a state of Southern India.  This is where he attended Catholic 
schools, did most of his seminary training, and served the early 
years of his priesthood.  Alleppey has a well-educated Catholic 

community (almost 100 percent literacy) where there is a tolerance and respect for diversity.

The biggest influence on Father Cleetus’s life and what ultimately led to his commitment to 
dedicate his life to the priesthood was his family.  He is the ninth of ten children of a devout 
Catholic family.  He recalls the tradition of praying and saying the rosary before meals.  His 
mother had a strict rule “No praying, no supper!”  As part of their daily routine, his parents 
attended Mass every morning.  In addition, they had the children read passages from the Bible.  

While his family influenced his deep religious commitment to Catholicism, it was his parish priest and one of the 
nuns at his school that “planted the seed of vocation.”  Father Cleetus, was one of four classmates (out of twenty eight 
students) who listened to their religious mentors.  After several years of seminary school, they were all ordained on 

the same day, January 1, 2000.    According the Father Cleetus, “It was a festive 
day in the parish.”  It was particularly festive for Father Cleetus, because his father, 
who was extremely ill at the time and was unable to walk, was able to attend his 
ordination.

During the short time Father Cleetus has been with us in the parish, many 
parishioners have been impressed by his deep knowledge of the Scriptures and his 
compassion for the human condition.  In turn, 
he is grateful for the warm welcome extended to 
him by the Sacred Heart community.  “Before 
coming here, I had heard good things about 
Sacred Heart.  From the first moment I met 
people here, I felt welcome.”  He finds that 
wherever he goes, people seem to love him.  He 
attributes this to his commitment to give “his 
heart and soul” to Christ and to the people he 
serves.

Welcome Father Cleetus Karakatt
His mother 

had a strict rule   
“No praying, no 

supper!”

The State of Kerala, is located in the 
south west of India and nicknamed 

“God’s Own Country”

ababababababababababababababababababababab

The Floor

On the left: polishing the floor, On the right: installing the carpet

Alleppey is on the coast of Kerala
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The newsletter staff welcomes your sugges-
tions and submissions.  Please contact the 

Rectory at 452-4136.
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� ... a small brochure on St. Margaret 
Mary Alacocque, whose image was 
added to the church in a niche opposite 
the Reconciliation Chapel, is available in 
the church vestibule.

� ... the main aisle carpet has three 
crosses woven into it.  They mark the 
three stations for the solemn procession 
of the Cross on Good Friday and of the 
Easter Candle at the Easter Vigil.

� ... a small brochure on St. Margaret 
Mary Alacoque, whose image was added 
to the church in a niche opposite the 
Reconciliation Chapel, is available in the 
church vestibule.

� ... the inscription, “Heart of Jesus, 
aflame with love for us” above the 
marble statue of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is taken from the Litany to the 
Sacred Heart.

� ... Tila Madrigal donated a beautiful 
new image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
for the Pieta Chapel.  It will be hung as 
soon as the Chapel enhancement work 
has been completed.

� ... the chairs for the priest and altar 
servers, as well as the offertory and 
serving tables, were designed in the 
same style as the 1931 original wooden 
bench now used by the readers at Mass.  
You may have already noticed that the 
priest’s chair has a carving of the Sacred 
Heart.

� ... the medallion on the new marble 
front panel on the Mass Altar has a simi-
lar image as on the original Tabernacle 
Altar.  The medallion’s main features 
are the letters “IHS”, representing the 
name of Jesus and two circles around the 
letters, representing the two natures of 
Jesus: true God and true man. The new 
altar frontal was made possible thanks 
to a gift of Marie Schumacher, whose 
father Fred Lammerding donated the 
Mass Altar in loving memory of his wife 
and Marie’s mother, Louise.

� ... professional photographer and 
parishioner Karl Vostrez is compiling a 
photo documentation of the church en-
hancement project.  Karl donated hours 
of time and took hundreds of photos at 
his own expense to record the project 
from start to finish.  Most of the photos 
in this issue are his.

The image of St. Margaret 
Mary (1647-1690) was placed in 
Sacred Heart Church to honor her 
initiative in fostering devotion 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
the namesake of our parish.  
St. Margaret Mary entered the 
convent of the Sisters of the 
Visitation at Paray-le-Monial, 
France at the age of 24.  During a 

Prayer of St. Margaret Mary

O Heart of love

I put all my confidence in You.

I fear all things from my own weakness,

but I hope for all things from Your goodness.

lifetime of prayer with her religious 
community, she came to believe 
that the Lord was aking her to 
encourage others to embrace a 
devotion to the heart of Jesus in 
reparation for sin. In the painting 
of St. Margaret Mary, she is 
holding the image she drew of the 
Sacred Heart that Jesus revealed 
to her.  In addition to advocating 
for this personal devotion, St. 
Margaret Mary also encouraged 
the faithful of her day, who usually 
only received Holy Communion 
at Christmas and Easter, to 
attend Mass and to receive Holy 
Communion frequently.  She 
encouraged First Friday devotion 
to the Sacred Heart and the 
establishment of the annual Feast of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Sainte Marguerite Marie 
Alacocque

Feast Day on October 16
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“May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.”

“You have put on Christ, you have been baptized.” (Rite of Baptism)

Baptisms . . . January-June 2014

In Memoriam . . . January - June 2014

Creighton Norris
Sheila Williams-White

Gaye Clark
Maureen Boothby

Cynthia Ann Gomez

Eileen Zuccaro
Jess Agosta
Vonseal Lee

Anne Marie Briggs
Penelope Dolliver

Amelia Jensen
Harper Rose Leesha

Jah-Love Broussard, II
Matthew Jeremy Leveck-Trujillo

Mateo Fernando Sanchez
Gabriel Enrique Sanchez

Harper Rose Laux

Della Gill
Kelsey Jean Krivacic

Cameron Glenn Martinez
Alyssa Domine
Riley Domine

Franchesca Flanigan
Roberto Dominguez

Ruby Vang
Emma Nava

Elizabeth Grace Lott
Lucy Ann Rendel

London Marie Elorduy
Lucas Everett Swanson
Elijah Thomas Guerrero

Braxton Theriault
Wesley John Lusk
James O’Connor

“I promise to be true to you in good times and in 
bad, in sickness and in health.  I will love you 

and honor you all the days of my life.” 
 (Rite of Marriage)

Marriages . . . January - June 2014

Nick Duval and Montana Trimp Jack Crist and Barbara Bonebrake Joel Herrera and Kelly Andrade

RCIA 2014
“You have become a new creation and have clothed yourself in Christ.”  (Rite of Baptism)

Tamara Berlin
Jack Crist

Michael Dayton

Heather Easton
Patrick Egan
Jack Hughes

The Project Design Committee
Many thanks are owed to the committee for the numerous hours they spent 
on this project

Frank Mugartegui Harry Hallenbeck

Kathy DanaJosette Borland Gary Jones

Ashley Koppinger
Timothy Krebaum

Lindsey McLaughlin
Carolyn Oxsen
Taylor Stanley

ababababababababababababababababababababababababababa

Jerry Kirrene Rita Spillane
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The parishoners of Sacred Heart extend their thanks and appreciation to the Vox Nova choir.  
For 10 years, this dedicated, talented group of men have sung at the 9:30 Mass.  Their deep, 
resounding voices have enhanced the spiritual awareness of Christ and His message through the 
inner calm they have helped create with their rich voices.  Thank you Vox Nova for 10 years of 
excellence.  We look forward to many more to come.

Thank you Vox Nova

2004- 
2014


