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As we mark the 75th Anniversary of Sacred Heart Church, there will be multiple opportunities for us, as 
parishioners, to reflect on how our heritage has contributed to a vibrant faith community. The sustainability 
of our parish through changing and often difficult times can be looked at with great pride and, at the same 
time, with a humility that recognizes Christ’s message to us: “Reach out to those who are less fortunate.”  
Over the past 75 years, multiple generations of parishioners have helped create a spiritual environment 
that transcends age and provides intergenerational appeal.  Through excellent leadership of our clergy, 
the Sisters of Mercy, and many dedicated parishoners, a spiritual clarity has helped us adhere to the basic 
precepts of the Catholic faith while adjusting to changing times.  
In this issue, we will share with you some of the reflections of our parishioners and why the 75th Anniversary 
of Sacred Heart is important to them and to all of us.  Recognizing the significance of why we need to care 
about this event will hopefully help you reflect on your role in preserving the Sacred Heart’s 75 year legacy 
of witnessing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  “We are the light of the world, may our light shine before all, that 
they may see the good that we do and give glory to God.”

The Splendor of Seventy Five Years . . .

 A Tradition Passed Through Four Generations . . .

 Continued on page 4 . . .

My family has been part of the Sacred Heart community since 1927.  
For four generations most milestones which mark the progression of 
Catholics through life: Baptism, First Holy Communion, Reconciliation, 
Confirmation, Marriage and finally funerals have taken place at Sacred 
Heart Church.  

How does one speak of seventy-five years of history and sum up 
all those memories in a few paragraphs? Sacred Heart Church has 
always been a part of my life. I grew up in the parish, attended the 
school, and received the Sacraments here.  My Italian grandparents 
moved to 48th Street in 1927 before Sacred Heart Church was 
built. In the early days, the Italian community was very much a 
part of our parish. Those who remember would say that Sacred 
Heart lost a great part of its heritage when, in 1948, the Italians 
shifted to the “new” St. Mary’s Church on 58th and M Streets.

My parents, Delina DaPrato and Bill Skarles were married at 
Sacred Heart Church on April 6, 1947. They will celebrate their 59th wedding anniversary this 

month. What a tremendous heritage they have passed on to their children 
and grandchildren. And Sacred Heart Church is at the heart of that 
inheritance.

Looking back to my days at Sacred Heart School I vividly remember 
being part of the colorful snakelike lines of children who silently wound 
their way down 39th street on our monthly Friday trek from the school to 
the church.  The colors of maroon and white, salt and pepper, and later red 

and white captured the interest of bystanders as this procession stretched out, bunched at the light, 
stretched out again  as we inched  our way to the impressive arched doorway of Sacred Heart 
Church.

I remember the baptism of my children, their first communion, and their confirmation.  As 

The Skarles Wedding

Three Generations of 
the Collinses and four 

generations of the De Pratos
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A Living History….
 A Parishioner’s Perspective on the 75th Anniversary Events 

       An Interview with Niall Meagher

If you have any questions regarding the 75th anniversary activities, just talk to Niall Meagher, the 
chair of the 75th Anniversary Committee.  Under his leadership the committee is working diligently 
to help make a living history of our church to be passed on from generation to generation.

Starting with the structure of the church, Niall reflects that it is the composition and grandeur 
of the edifice itself that sets Sacred Heart apart from so many of the parishes in the Diocese.  He 
states: “Through the work of artisans and dedicated parishioners, we have a magnificent church 
that has withstood the test of time.  We should marvel at this beautiful edifice that was built during 
the depression years, and it is up to us to pass it on in as good or better condition than what we 

found.”

Niall views the church building as an external manifestation of our faith.  According to him, “The church and our faith 
have been a vital part of all of our lives.  No man is an island, and our coming together as a community is an example of 
our human need to share our faith.”  He continues, “Through our faith and the church, we have forged friendships and 
ties and memories that have all been part of a wonderful experience that makes life so exciting.

It is in this spirit of a faith community along with an appreciation of the remarkable beauty of our church that the 
committee has selected a series of events that capture the essence of the history, culture, and traditions that have helped 
shape the church as we know it today.   These scheduled events include:  a youth Mass, church tours, an anniversary 
concert, a Mass to honor our religious leaders, and a culminating solemn anniversary Mass presided over by Bishop 
Weigand.”

A Youth Mass

Niall believes the sustainability of our culture and traditions at Sacred Heart depends on our youth.  Having a special 
youth Mass to start the 75th Anniversary activities was a priority of the committee.  The March 19 date was selected to 
coincide with the anniversary of the blessing of the church cornerstone on March 15, 1931.

Church Tours

The tours  will occur on May 14 and are designed to reach out to the local community.  Niall explains, “For 75 years, 
our beloved church has been a focal point of East Sacramento.  It is recognized as one of the most beautiful in the area.  
The committee wanted to share this building, of which we are so proud, with the general community.  The guided tours 
will provide opportunities for people to ask questions about the architecture and the details of the magnificent stained 
glass windows and other artifacts which grace the inside and outside of the church.”

An Anniversary Concert

On June 3, the committee has planned for a special concert led by Don Kendrick, Sacred Heart’s Music Director.  This 
concert is free and open to all.  Niall states: “Traditionally, music and singing have always been a part of the Catholic 
Church liturgy.  Additionally, the advent of the vernacular in the Mass, opened up opportunities to include lay people 
in the celebration via singing and music.  By including a concert among the events, the committee recognizes the 
exceptional talents of Don Kendrick, and of the Schola Cantorum and Vox Nova choirs and want to share these great 
talents with the community.”

A Feast of the Sacred Heart Mass

The Feast of Sacred Heart will be celebrated on June 23rd.  Niall comments, “A special evening Mass will be offered 
to honor our past priests, and the religious of the parish, in particular the Sisters of Mercy who have contributed to 
the parish for so long.  We have been fortunate to have had visionary religious leadership during the 43 years that I 
have been a parishioner.  For example, soon after Vatican II, Msgr. O’Driscoll took to heart the message that it was 

continued on page 6 ...
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Thoughts and Reflections
   from members of the 
     75th Anniversary Committee

The 75th Anniversary Committee consists of several dedicated parishioners who meet regularly to plan the details of 
the events that will mark the celebration of the anniversary.  Their personal reflections about the anniversary capture the 
essence of the historical and spiritual significance of the occasion and why we should care about the celebration.  

             







continued on page 6 ...

A Spendid History

“East Sacramento in general and 
Sacred Heart Church in particular 
have a very rich history.  It is fitting to 
celebrate a significant milestone-in this 
case a 75th Anniversary-by scheduling 
events in which parishioners, clergy, 
and other interested persons can 

remember our history and voluntarily participate and 
celebrate.  We celebrate in the spirit of thanks.  We thank 
God for our beautiful church building, for dedicated 
clergy past and present, for our families, our friends, and 
all our parishioners.  Let us remember with joy, and reflect 
on our splendid history.  Let us thank God for his gift of 
Sacred Heart Church, and look proudly to our future.” …  
Dick Maly

A Time of Thanksgiving

“Having been born, raised, 
married and raised all of our five 
children in Sacred Heart Parish, this 
anniversary year to me is a year of 
Thanksgiving.” …  Bob Granucci

Profound Faith and Love

“I was very happy to help plan 
the various celebrations to honor 
75 years of Sacred Heart because 
I think we have been very lucky to 
be blessed with an extraordinarily 
beautiful church and an active and 
wonderful parish family.  But just 
by working on this committee,  I’ve come to realize and 
appreciate the profound faith and love which have guided 
the lives of so many over the years.  And I think that is a 
real gift to all of us.” …  Ann Tracy

Commitment of the Faithful

“What makes Sacred Heart Church 
special is the people.  That’s why the 
75th is so special. We acknowledge 
the 75 years of the Church, but what 
really counts is the 75 years of priests, 
Sisters of Mercy and parishioners that 
have made Sacred Heart what it is 

today.  It is the dedication and commitment of the faithful  
that we celebrate: all those who have come before and all 
those who are here now. 

There is such a sense of tradition in the parish- a pride 
of saying that you are part of this community.  And I know 
the tradition will continue for many more generations.” ...  
Terry Barbeau

Recognition of the Role of Tradition

“It is important for the parish 
to celebrate the anniversary of the 
church because a recognition of 
the role of tradition is a central 
characteristic of the Catholic Church 
as a whole.  Celebrating tradition, 
and keeping it alive, reminds us of 

what we have in common, the things that unite us as a 
community of faith, hope and love.  We need the reminder 
of our traditions to help us focus on what is good and 
holy about our parish and our Church, especially in a time 
when Christians find themselves under increased pressure 
to splinter into factions or abandon their faith entirely.  
We celebrate the anniversary in order to help us unite 
ourselves to each other and to Christ.

The celebration is important to me because my ties 
to the parish are so strong.  Like many people at Sacred 
Heart, I come from a family which has been in the parish 
for four generations.  Sacred Heart is where I received 
most of the sacraments.  I attended the parish school from 
kindergarten through eighth grade.  I consider Sacred 
Heart Parish to be an extended family, and the church 
as its home.  To me, this celebration is like an important 
birthday or wedding anniversary within a close family.” …  
Brian O’Connor
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The students at Sacred Heart School reflect on the 75th anniversary

the tradition continues we look forward to September 9, 2006, the very weekend of the 75th anniversary celebration of 
Sacred Heart Church, when our daughter, Shauna, marries Carl Smith. I cannot think of a more fitting time to participate 
in the passing on of our legacy to the next generation. Cindy Skarles Collins

. . . Continued from page 1

The next 75 years at Sacred 
Heart Parish:  “Our parish priests 
will guide us in our faith and 
we will continue to be a great 
community much as we are now.”  
4th Grade Class

Fondest memory:  “…the 
first day of kindergarten and I 
walked into the gate and just felt 
so welcome and there was this 
feeling inside that I was going to 
love this school.” Isabella Granucci

The next 75 years at Sacred 
Heart Parish:  “We will get a lot 
of new members and grow in 
faith.  Our knowledge of God will 
progress and we will grow closer 
as a community of faith and love.  
Chris Iliff, 8th Grade

Importance of being involved:  
“Our relationship with Jesus gets 
strong by being involved.”  2nd 
Grade Class 



The Celebrations Begin . . .
    The Youth Mass, March 19, �006 . . .

The Youth Mass took place at 9:30 
on March 19.  All four of the children 
ministries of Sacred Heart were included: 
the Children’s Church, the School, 
Religious Education (CCD) and the Youth 
Group. The Children’s Church led the 
procession into mass and then left to later 
host the parish for coffee and donuts in the 
Father O’Hara hall. The School and the 
Religious Education children did all the 
readings, ushering, bringing of the gifts, 
etc. The Youth Group were Eucharistic 
Ministers and did the music. They chose 
the music and sang and played it.

As the traditions are passed . . .
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Perhaps more than anything, Msgr. Walton’s homily, spoken directly to the 
youth, brought out the significance of the 75th Anniversary.  The children’s eyes 
followed and their heads turned as he queried them about the meaning of the 
various stained glass windows surrounding them.  “As the deer longs for running 
streams, so my soul longs for you, O Lord my God.”  The children listened intently 
to Father’s words and raised their hands to answer his probing questions about 
this passage and other scriptures symbolized in the stained glass windows of the 
Church.

At the end, he charged them with the task of preserving the traditions of Sacred 
Heart Church and to commit their lives to following the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Let There be Peace on Earth and let it begin with me...
The children sang these gentle words and waved ribbons as they walked down 
the center aisle during Sacred Heart’s Youth Mass. Their inspiring song of peace, 
followed a duet by Megan O’Connor and Molly Riehl who sang “You raised me 
up.” These two songs along with the youth participation in the entire Mass captured 
the historic passing of time and the celebration of hope that we have in the future of 
our children.

     . . .We look to the future

Seeing the young children and youth of our parish serve  as 
greeters, Eucharistic Ministers, attendants, participants in the 
choir and bell choir and as readers warmed the hearts of all 
those who attended this very special Mass.

They were readers.
They carried ribbons.

They greeted

They were Eucharistic 
Ministers.

The little ones led the way.

They were ushers.

They rang bells.

They sang.

They brought the gifts.

Msgr. Walton asked and they 
answered.  He pointed to the 

windows and they looked.

They served Mass.

They rang bells
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D id You

K now?
D id You

K now?

  . . . . that Sacred Heart and St Mary’s 
are joining forces to invite people who 
are away from the Church to return to 
their roots once more? The parishes will 
alternate hosting the in them Catholics Re-
turning Home sessions each season after 
Christmas and after Easter.

  . . . . that the Soup Suppers program 
for the poor has a new chairman?  Martin 
Bailey graciously accepted to chair of the 
program this year. The program has done 
very well. The first two speakers were Fr. 
Healy and Sr. Libby Fernandez RSM.





  . . . . that a very talented family from the 
Parish was responsible for creating the 75th  
Anniversary banner. Mary Hiers and her 
daughter Leah saw the project to comple-
tion.

  . . . . that six teenagers, Sam Hyde, No-
elle Dyer, Keenan Flynn, Peter Iliff, Ciara 
Pedroncelli, and Patrick Gormley have 
been trained as Eucharistic Ministers and 
were eligible to minister at the youth Mass 
March 19?

  . . . . that twelve new members are 
beginning their journey of faith to Easter 
2007? They are already attending the new 
RCIA classes monthly. 

  . . . . that Sam Hyde, a senior at Chris-
tian Brothers, did a video history of Sacred 
Heart Church for his Eagle Scout project?  
Congratulations, Sam, for a job well done.









  . . . . that Fr Aldrin and Sr. Martin talked 
to the youth group about vocations?  
Hopefully, this will motivate some young 
people to give serious thought to their 
journey of life.  This topic covered the call 
to all vocations.

  . . . . that the Seniors have a speaker 
once a month covering different topics of 
interest? The last topic was “The Mean-
ing of Lent” given by Sr. Katherine Doyle 
RSM.

  . . . . that Nina Iliff’s program, Chil-
dren’s Church, has a large number of 
children attending church this year? Good 
Job, Nina!

  . . . . that Fr Aldrin and Sr Martin have 
been visiting the sick of the parish dur-
ing Lent, providing communion and the 
anointing of the sick? Father will celebrate 
Mass in the rest homes for all parishioners.









A Family Tradition

Sacred Heart Church has been a 
major part of my life.  I joined the 
parish at about age four.  I remember 
the strong bonds between the 
church and the school: Monsignor 
O’Driscoll, the pastor, making a 
special appearance to distribute the 
report cards and the Sisters of Mercy 

advising the students to keep the report cards closed until 
Monsignor had departed.  At times, it was tempting to 
open the report cards as Monsignor said, “Great job” or 
“What happened to you this quarter?”

I also have fond memories of Monsignor Markham 
appearing quite frequently at our family home on late 
Sunday afternoons just in time for dinner and my mom 
asking the family to set another place at the table.  Nine 
would occupy the table instead of eight that evening.

Through the years, Sacred Heart Church remained a 
constant in my life.  When driving to my wedding, I could 
hear the Sacred Heart Church bells beckoning.  Both of 

... continued from page  2

... continued from page  3 our children would be baptized, attend Sacred Heart 
School and learn the correct way to give “high five” 
from Father O’Hara.

Sacred Heart Church, a parish with strong bonds 
and rich traditions, continues to be a constant in East 
Sacramento. ...  Theresa Kritl

Cornerstone of Religious, Social, and Educational Life

“The 75th Anniversary celebration is important to 
me because Sacred Heart has been the cornerstone of 
my religious, social and primary education life.  I was 
baptized at Sacred Heart, received 
all of my sacraments there, including 
marriage, and my children were 
baptized and have received their 
sacraments there as well.  Sacred 
Heart has been “home” to me my 
entire life, and celebrating the 
longevity of our parish and church 
is perhaps a way of expressing my 
faith that it will be there for my offspring for the next 75 
years!” …  Molly Weise

important for lay people to be involved with the decision-making of a parish.  As a result of Msgr. 
O’Driscoll’s leadership, Sacred Heart became one of the first parishes in the Diocese that had an 
elected parish council.  The council was vibrant and partook in major decision making.  This set a 
precedent for parish involvement by lay people.” 

In addition to attending these events, Niall and the planning committee hope you will attend the culminating Solemn 
Anniversary Mass with Bishop Weigand on September 10.  Also, for any of you who have stories, memorabilia, pictures, 
etc. that you would like to have as part of our living history, please contact Niall at 457-0133.
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Thomas E. Folck
Edith Calzascia
Jennifer Hassan

Marealla Hekeno
Francesco G. Marchetti

Pete Ham

Peter T. Sexton
Joanne Gertrude Suraci
Richard John Murphy

Lena L. Parisi
Mae Jane Plescia-Piacentini

Dennis Lee Olivas

Laura T. Sambuceti
Roy Cortopassi
Mary Blackburn
Erma Y. Francis

William Wayne Ballou, M.D.
David Stanko

Christopher R. Hack & Jennifer A. Newton
Geoffrey E. Chargin and Adrienne M. Puliz

Christopher A. Hawkins & Cecette Y. Copper
Jeffrey R. Donlevy & Nicole A. Plesha

Jesus Martinez & Cynthia Uribe
Gilberto E. Garza & Amy Marie Wilkins
Brian Manning & Marilee A. Orebaugh

Richard Chiolero & Selena Ortega
Jason Lee Baird & Yvette Escobedo

Luca Augusta Martino & Gina Lynn Loechl
Joseph S. Joson & Heather R. Carkuff

Jonathan Manjarrez & Jamie M. DelCarpio
Sean Michael Cooney & Rachel M. Cummings

Peter J. Buccola & Jana R. Marti
Manuel A. Benavides & Kimberly Y. Wirsing

Cristofor D. Balestreri & Tammie L. Peter

Isabella Grace Bright
Marcello Vielguth

Elena Vielguth
Brooklyn May Carrero

Nykko Bryce Waybright-Scott
Paige Brandt

Mason Jeffery Weninger
Luke Bowman
Sydney Gordon
Kaleah Layugan

Alexander Ron Evans
Joshua Anthony Carlos

Delaney Jasper
Adriana Elyse Aguilar

Angel Johnson
Nicholas Paul Lyons

Sam Reilly
Sophia Karen Dufour

Dorothy Ewing
Lucas Paolo Montelongo

Siena Reyes Quinn
Charles Elliot Oxsen
Henry Vaughn Oxsen
Sofia Rose Spadaro

Brittany Sazaki Walker
Joshua Patrick Lane

Annabelle Rose Brodbeck
Micaela Adrianna Romo

Geneva Marie Tovar
Erica Giselle Tovar

McKinley Renaye Rasmussen
Cole Charles Rasmussen

Basilio J. Gallardo, V
Giovanni Anthony Bagatelos
Riley Katheryne Brumfield

Tycho Russell Fong
Lauren Alexis Black

Sofia Noel Arredondo
Dominic Andrew Parra

Noah B. Tran
Betty Jean Manhan

In Memoriam . . . June - December 2005

“You have put on Christ, you have been baptized.” (Rite of Baptism)

Baptism . . . June - December 2005

“May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.”

“I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health.  I 
will love you and honor you all the days of my life.”  (Rite of Marriage)

Marriages . . . June-December 2005

The Sacred Heart Family

The newsletter staff welcomes your sug-
gestions and submissions.  Please contact 

Sr. Martin at 452-4830.
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