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The Spirit
Christian Stewardship by Monsignor Walton

This issue of The Spirit is devoted to Christian stewardship.  It contains some wonderful examples of 
parishioners whose lives reflect good stewardship. 
In the United States Bishops’ Pastoral Letter, Stewardship…A Disciple’s Response, a steward is defined as 
a disciple of Jesus who “receives God’s gifts gratefully, cultivates them responsibly, shares them lovingly 
in justice with others and returns them with increase to the Lord.”  Stewardship is a way of life that comes 
from seeing everything as a gift from God, changing the way we see things.  The disciple is motivated by 
faith and a deep sense of gratitude, flowing from their faith, to a greater sharing of his/her time, talent, and 
treasure with the Church and other worthy causes.  Time, talent, and treasure are all shared as a gift, in a 
planned, proportionate, thankful, and sacrificial manner.

The Book of Genesis tells us that God placed the first human beings in a garden to practice stewardship 
there – “to cultivate and care for it” (Gen. 2:15).  The world remains a kind of garden (or workshop, 
as some would prefer to say) entrusted to the care of men and women for God’s glory and the service of 
humankind.  In its simplest yet deepest sense, this is Christian stewardship.
“As each one of us has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace” 
(1 Peter 4:10).  May these words of St. Peter come alive in each one of us in this portion of the Lord’s 
vineyard.

Stewardship: Sharing our gifts, 
treasures and talents with others
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Sacred Heart Church is blessed to have a number of parish children assist with Masses as altar servers.  Being an altar 
server has many challenges, but the rewards of serving provide a spiritual gratification that many of us have never 
felt.  Two of the many wonderful children who serve at Mass agreed to share their insights and feelings about their 
experiences.

Caila Pedroncelli has been an altar server for about 3 years.  She started serving when she 
was in the 5th grade.  During the year, she serves anywhere from 50 to 75 Masses including 
funeral Masses.  Michael Sparks has been an altar server for about 1 ½ years, and he serves 
on an average 1or2 Masses a month including funeral Masses.  
Both Caila and Michael responded to several questions they 
were asked and what follows are their thoughts on their 
stewardship as altar servers.

Why have you chosen to be an altar server?

Caila:  “I chose to be an altar server because I wanted to be 
more involved in the Mass, to contribute and serve the parish.”

Michael: “I have chosen to be an altar server for various 
reasons, like that it is a good way to help out our church and 

school.  Another is that I realized that it is pretty neat to be serving Christ with my family, 
because sometimes, I am scheduled at the same Mass as my parents are for Eucharistic Ministers.”

What do you like most about being an altar server?

Caila:  “The thing I like most about being an altar server is being able to help in the Mass, also to have a more personal 
relationship with the priests at Sacred Heart.”

Michael:  “I think that the best part about being an altar server is that I am not only able to serve Christ, but also I can 
assist the community while doing so.”

What is the most difficult thing about being an altar server?

Caila:  “There are many things that can be difficult as an altar server, such as remembering the different things to do 
for different types of Masses.  However, the thing I find most difficult is to serve with a new priest (new to the parish).  
Each priest has his own style of saying mass and with each new priest I have to learn how they like things done, and 
what is helpful for them.  I have to be able to adapt to each new priest.”

Michael:  “I think that the most difficult thing about being an altar server is to learn every little step on what to do, and 
to remain focused so you don’t miss something.”

Do you have any funny stories that you would like to tell that happened to you while you have been an altar server?

Caila: “The only funny thing I remember was once last summer, one of the servers did not show up for the 5:30 
PM vigil Mass and the other server was brand new.  Since I was attending Mass with my family, I went back and got 
changed and came out to help serve.  Unfortunately, I was wearing flip flops (which you are not allowed to wear when 
serving).  I got some pretty funny looks from some of the parishioners when they saw my flip flops, but I thought it was 
more important to help the new server and Father Walton.”

Michael: “Nothing out of the ordinary usually happens, but I have tripped over my gown before while walking up the 
stairs on the altar.  Luckily I caught myself though.”

What has been your most rewarding experience as an altar server?

Caila: “My most rewarding experience as an altar server was after serving a funeral, a woman came up to me and 
thanked me so much for giving up my time to come and help with the Mass.  She also thanked me because she said 
I made such a difference in the Mass and how much she appreciated it.  After that, I truly felt that I helped make a 
difference for someone who just lost a loved one.  It is something I will always remember.”

Michael: “I think my most rewarding experience as an altar server would be when I served Christmas Eve Mass last 

From an Early Start . . . to a Lifetime . . .

Continued on page 3 . . . 
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. . . of Sharing Treasures with Others     
The Stewardship of Doris Wagner . . .

The lectors who read the scripture at Mass are stewards in one of the most 
visible ministries in the modern day Catholic Church.  The sharing of their 
time and their gifts of communication helps set a tone that enhances our 
spiritual awareness during Mass.  Those who participate in this ministry at 
Sacred Heart Church are greatly appreciated by the parish.

Doris Wagner, a longtime lector at Sacred Heart, epitomizes the dedication that 
so many of our lectors exhibit.  Doris’s voice is almost magical as she pulls us into 
the readings.  Her passion for the meaning of the readings is characterized by her 
deliberate pauses and her emphasis on words that help us probe our own minds 
for a deeper understanding of the word of God.  Doris, like so many of the lectors, 
spends time during the week reading and practicing her delivery of the words that 
inspire and guide us.  For Doris, it is a privilege to serve as a lector.  By studying 
the scripture ahead of time, she knows exactly what she is reading, and in doing so 

she can project an appropriate tone whether it be a tone of admonition or prayerfulness.

In a sense, Doris is a story teller.  She says that reading the classics to her nieces and nephews while they were 
growing up gave her a flair for drama.  We are fortunate to have Doris share her talents with us.  We are not the only 
ones, however, who have significantly benefited from Doris’s stewardship.  She and her beloved husband Ray Wagner 
(deceased, 1997) graced the Sacramento Cathedral as lectors and Eucharistic ministers for over 20 years.

Doris and her husband Ray dedicated their lives together as stewards of Christ.  Shortly after they were married in 
1960, they served as Papal Volunteers at the newly established Benedictine School for Boys (Colegio San Carlos) in 
Bogota, Colombia.  For five years, they served as the school’s secretary and treasurer respectively.  Both Doris and Ray 
helped support the Benedictine monks in creating a school that reached out to the poor as well as to those who were well 
off.  Through pro-rated fees, scholarships, and school policies that ensured the children were all treated equally, Doris 
and Ray helped students create a silent revolution in the barrios.  Their students became the doctors, the musicians, the 
political leaders, and the professionals who continued and still continue with the Benedictine theme of social justice.

We are fortunate at Sacred Heart to be blessed with parishioners like Doris who, as dedicated stewards of the faith, 
share their gifts and treasures with us.  We thank Doris and her husband Ray (posthumously) for sharing a lifetime of 
treasures with so many.

year.  Because it was a Christmas mass, it felt even more holy than regular.”

What would you like to say that might encourage others to be altar servers?

Caila:  “I would like to say to kids who are considering being an altar server that one really receives joy when helping 
with the Mass.  As an altar server, you are more involved in the Mass and I think that makes the Mass more meaningful, 
even when you are not serving.”

Michael:  “I would say that though it may seem tough to remember everything, it becomes muscle memory, and you 
begin to not even think about what you will do next.  And anyway, it’s a fun rewarding experience that brings you closer 
to Christ.”

Is there anything else that you would like to share with others about being an altar server?

Caila:  “I think that being an altar server not only makes the Mass more meaningful, but it also helps you better 
understand your faith.  I think that being an altar server gives you an opportunity to get to know Father Walton and 
the other priests better, as people who are dedicated to our faith, but also as individuals who are nice and interesting as 
well.”

Michael: “I don’t have much more to say, except for that it is really enjoyable and is a great way to serve your church 
community.”

ababababababababababababababababababababab

. . . continued from page 4
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A Conversation with Bishop Quinn

Time, talent, treasure…these are the three words that Bishop Quinn uses 
to describe stewardship.  In talking with Bishop Quinn about stewardship, 
one is left with a clearer understanding of what it means to be a steward of 
Christ.  Being aware of our gifts from God and sharing them with others 
is part of Christ’s message on how we, as Catholics, can serve the human 
family.

Bishop Quinn emphasizes the shared responsibility of stewardship 
between the clergy, those in Religious life, and the laity, with the church 
relying more and more on laity to spread the word.  Bishop Quinn explains, 
“Christ said that by the virtue of our Baptism, we are all priests.  Those 
who are ordained have sacramental power, but Christ taught all of us, as 

Christians, to do His work by loving our neighbor.”

At an early age, even before his calling to a religious life in the 8th grade, Bishop Quinn was committed to be a 
steward of Christ.  He listened closely to his teachers who taught him about the needs of the poor and to their stories of 
spreading Christ’s words through helping others.  As a young boy, he chose to use his talents and his time to become an 
altar server at Mass, funerals and weddings.

According to Bishop Quinn, young people, even though understandably with a limited obligation of stewardship, 
have much to offer in serving and helping others both within and outside of the church.  Our children, through service 
oriented educational activities can practice a form of stewardship linked to church and citizenship.

Bishop Quinn explains, “Christ perfected the concept of loving all people.  He constantly taught that stewardship 
includes a consciousness of the powerless and the voiceless.”  As part of the Sacred Heart Parish community, Bishop 
Quinn says, “Every member of Sacred Heart is called by the Lord to promote the good news that is the Gospel.”  
Through the Parish ministries, we all have a concrete, specific, and practical vehicle to be stewards.

Bishop Quinn resides at Mercy McMahan where he continues to serve the human family by sharing his wisdom, 
humor, and other gifts and talents with a community of individuals who feel graced with his presence.

As a steward of Christ, Bishop Francis Quinn has spent his entire lifetime sharing his gifts and talents with others.  He 
is widely known for his compassionate leadership and his commitment to social justice for the poor and impoverished.  
He graciously agreed to be interviewed for this edition of “the Spirit” to help provide some insights into the importance 
of stewardship in spreading the Gospel of Christ.

Serving the Human Family . . .

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
ababababababababababababababababababababab

RCIA (the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a process by which adults and older children are introduced to 
the Catholic faith and way of life.  As parishioners, we witness a part of this process during Sunday Mass when the 
Catechumens (converts who have not been baptized) and Candidates (those who have been baptized in other faiths or 
Catholics who have not been confirmed) go through a specific order of activities that prepare them for acceptance into 
the Catholic Faith. 

During Advent and through Lent, we are privileged to share in part of the Catechumens’ and the Candidates’ rites of 
transition into the Catholic Church.  What we do not see outside of the Sunday Mass ritual, however, is how they are 
guided and trained to strengthen their faith formation and introspection to enhance their relationship with God and 
Christ’s teachings.  

For the past few years, Sacred Heart has been privileged to have Rita Spillane serve as the coordinator of RCIA.  Her 
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“Working and volunteering in a parish is just part of my DNA.  In thinking about stewardship there are words 
which spontaneously spring to mind: responsibility, partnership, legacy, trust, 
hope, love and hard work!
We are all vital parts of the people of God, beloved sons and daughters, 
members of the body of Christ, the Church.  For me it is an honor to work 
with individuals in the RCIA program and in Youth Group who are searching 
for more meaningful relationships with God and with others.  We are blessed 
by all of the parishioners and visionaries who went before us, who built our 
beautiful church and school. This legacy of caring and giving continues in the 
lives of parishioners today who continue to build on this charity for others.  
I am grateful to Fr. Walton for entrusting to me the RCIA and Youth Group 
programs, and to the parish for their support, in prayer and deed, for the Faith 
Formation program at Sacred Heart.”

. . . continued from page 4
ababababababababababababababababababababab

Rita Spillane on Stewardship
Rita Spillane’s dedication to Christ’s teachings through her compassionate reaching out to others is an inspiration to 
all who know her.  Whether she is volunteering for a parish ministry or reaching out to a homeless person or being an 
advocate for individuals on a downward spiral of life, Rita’s stewardship transcends the limitations we often place on 
our God given talents and gifts.   

In 2010, following 17 years as a Deputy District Attorney, Rita enthusiastically accepted Father Walton’s offer to 
become the Faith Formation Director of the parish and to lead the RCIA program and Youth Group.  Earning her 
Masters degree in Theology from the University of Notre Dame in 2010 helped to prepare her for these challenging and 
rewarding parish assignments.  

As a longtime parishioner, Rita has agreed to share part of her gift of understanding stewardship by writing some 
thoughts about it.  Her profound insights provide us with a complex but refreshing perspective of stewardship.
“The challenge Catholics face when they are asked about stewardship is that 
we only think of money.  I don’t think that is what stewardship is about.  I 
think the question of stewardship comes down to embracing and welcoming 
our responsibility to be loving guardians of the gifts we have received, the 
gift of faith, of hope and of love. These gifts can be partially manifested in 
buildings, in people, in programs and in institutions.

The image of a watermark may be a useful in helping one in thinking about 
one’s faith and one’s life.  Watermarks are those images or patterns used in 
high quality stationery, currency, and other important documents.  When 
held up to the light one can see the image outlined in light.

Our actions, thoughts, ideas, emotions, are easily catalogued upon the 
‘paper’ of our lives.  Most of us keep a calendar, perhaps on paper, or 
on an electronic device, or within our head.  Do we ever stop and wonder: What is that underlying pattern, that all 
encompassing image that motivates us in all of our endeavors?  When we are held up to the light, what would someone 
see?  What would God see?  Is the watermark of our lives an image of God, an image of an awesome, loving, forgiving, 
and exacting God?  Or would it be an image of a dollar bill?  A fancy house?  A golf club?

Carrying and handing on our share of the gift of faith to others is a holy obligation and blessing.  When we are sorting 
out the many demands on our time, I hope that we would be mindful of the watermark we wish to create in the daily 
press of our lives.  It is the watermark of Christ that we want to see and we hope that others will see in us.”

dedicated leadership and gifts of compassion provide the Catechumens and Candidates with inspired insights into the 
teachings of the Gospel and  helps them to embrace Catholicism as a way of life.  In Rita’s own words she speaks of her 
stewardship with the RCIA and with the Parish Youth Group:
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D id You  K now?

Parishioner Kathleen Kinney is one of the many people who quietly 
contribute to parish life. Well, not that quietly, because she is a long time 
member of Schola Cantorum. But singing at liturgies is only part of the 
stewardship exercised by Kathleen. She is also a member of the Parish 
Finance Council, bringing her talents as a CPA to help keep our parish 
financially grounded.

Kathleen grew up in Sacramento, graduating from Loretto High School and 
Sacramento State University. Working for local government, she met her husband, 
Steve Sherman. Kathleen was able to convince Steve that they should live in 
Sacramento so that Kathleen could be near to her parents. 

Kathleen at first saw her role at Sacred Heart as “just a singer.” But after coming to 
Mass every Sunday, getting to know parishioners, and participating in parish events, 

it occurred to Kathleen that she was much more than a member of Schola, she was a full participant in parish life. She 
actively committed to the parish, and in turn was rewarded with a sense of community that surrounds Sacred Heart.

Kathleen was asked a few years ago by Msgr. Walton to serve on the Finance Council of the parish, a job vital to 
keeping the church doors open but one overlooked by most of us. Once we have put our envelope in the offertory, most 
of us never think of where it goes. But the parish, like any family, must budget, spend, and save within our means, 
balancing the various needs of ministry, physical resources, and extraordinary expenses that occur unexpectedly. 
Kathleen and the other members of the Finance Council help Msgr. Walton with the many decisions that must be made 
to meet our needs and keep us solvent. 

Kathleen believes that the stewardship she exercises came about because of a fundamental step: she was invited to 
participate. Asking people to help with a task that needs doing is the first step to raising their awareness of their own 
gifts, and the need the church has of those gifts. By getting to know parishioners, and the pastor, Kathleen’s talents 
beyond singing were noticed, and she was asked to share them. 

In return, Kathleen has deepened her commitment to the church. She sees her stewardship on the finance council as 
helping to secure the future of the parish. Because she has had the opportunity to participate in parish life, Kathleen is 
using her talents to make sure that following generations of parishioners will have the same opportunities to worship at 
Sacred Heart as she has had. With stewards like Kathleen on hand, our parish will continue to thrive for years to come.

Sharing Many Gifts . . . Kathleen Kinney

� .... that Sacred Heart School’s 7th grade 
math team placed 1st out of 27 school 
teams at the Christian Brothers High 
School Math Contest, with one of our 7th 
grader placing 1st in the individual con-
test?

� .... that parishioner Lucy Buljan turns 
105?

� .... that Msgr. Albert O’Connor, Pastor-
emeritus of Holy Spirit Parish, Sacramen-
to, and Fr. John Hannan, Pastor-emeritus 
of St. Philomene Parish, Sacramento, are 
providing weekend Mass assistance for the 
next few months until a priest is assigned 
to Sacred Heart?

� .... that the 25% of the parishioners’ 
donations to the 2011 Annual Catholic Ap-
peal will enable the Parish to give grants 
of more than $8,000?

� .... that approximately 75 parishioners 
participated in this year’s Lenten “Disci-
ples on the Journey,” including a group of 
Sacred Heart School teachers and a young 
parents group?

� .... that Rita Spillane was awarded her 
Master’s degree in theology from The 
University of Notre Dame and will be 
putting her studies to good use assisting 
parishioners in adult faith formation?

� .... that there were 86 applications for 
Kindergarten at Sacred Heart School for 
35 spots? ab
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“May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.”

“I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health.  I will love 
you and honor you all the days of my life.”  (Rite of Marriage)

Marriages . . . June - December 2010

In Memoriam . . . June - December 2010

“You have put on Christ, you have been baptized.” (Rite of Baptism)

Baptism . . . June - December 2010

The newsletter staff welcomes your sug-
gestions and submissions.  Please contact 

the Rectory at 452-4136.
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